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FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 


AMERICAN EMBASSY 

LONDON, W. 1. 


1 April I960 


I GMef 

Foreign Broadcast Information Service 
2430 E, Street N. W. 

Washingtoii 25? !)• C. 


Dear Roger: Subject: BBC Electricity Charges 

Before the Wireroom was moved to Caversham from London? 

John Campbell told me that it might be necessary for the BBC 
to ask PBIS to share some of the electric current costs occasion- 
ed by the transfer, and I reported this in my letter to you of 
18 March 1959- 

Early in March I960 I mentioned to John Hae, the BBC 
Administrative Officer? that FBIS assumed that a decision had 
been made by the BBC not to bill us for electricity since I 
had not received any further word from either him or Mr. Campbell 
during the past year. To my surprise he said that he had known 
for more than a year that FBIS would be charged for any electric-' 
ity it used in addition to the amount it had consumed before the 
move. 


'^en I expressed concern that the BBC should make what I 
thought was such a small charge on us? he said he would discuss 
it with John Campbell? and John then sent me the attached memoran- 

had '*agTeed to such 


dum of 15 March in which he said 
additional charges** and that I had accepted the principle of 
charges in discussions with him. 


3UCh 


Before I was able to see Campbell, I again sav/ John Rae and 
we discussed the matter **off the record.** I said I hoped very 
much that the BBC would not charge us for the small amount of 
electricity we used, particularly since FBIS did not charge the 
BBC a standard rental of $565 per year for the two teletypes that 
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we always had been pleased to let the Monitorin,^' Service use. 
hy own hope, I said, was that neither of us snould ever have 
cause to reconsider his past generosity. 

A week later John Campbell sent the 21 March memo in which 
he pointed out that he did not propose to make any charge to us 
so long as our consxmiption remained at its present level. Since 
there is little likelihood that we will consume more current in 
summer than in winter, I believe the question of the charges for 
electricity may be a dead issue. 

Although, as I said, I consider this matter closed, I hope 
you don't mind my making a record of out discussion for your 
V/ashington records should this matter be revived in any future 
talks. 


Sincerely, 


Chief, London Bureau 


STAT 



Approved For Release 2009/07/09 : CIA-RDP80-00765A0001 00050032-4 




li: 



> 


Approved For Release 2009/07/09 : CIA-RDP80-00765A0001 00050032-4 


COPY 


Pran: H.M.S. 


15th March I96O 


Subject: MOVE OP PETS WISE ROOM, TO CAVEIfiHM 
To: Chief London Bureau, PBIS 


Whe n I first discus sed the move of the PBIS Wire Room to Caversham 
witll n it wab understood that the BBC was ready to 


make available the necessary accommodation here for PBIS, but that 
we would not be responsible for any additional costs resulting from 
the move. This was not intended to mean that we would not provide 
the USU61I facilities free of charge which we had provided up to 


date, such as lighting, heating etc., but we both felt that the 
additional equipment being brought down here might involve us in 
quite a neavy additional elec tricity charge, and we agreed that 
such additional charges would be borne by PBIS. 


STAT 


In subsequent discussion with you I recollect that this principle 
was still accepted by PUS, and we decided that the simplest way 
to deal with the matter would be to install a special meter which 
would measure that additional power consumed by PBIS, and that the 
charge would be accepted by PBIS and paid for by them. I do not 
know how far we perhaps oyer estimated the additional cost of 
electricity in the ^ginning, but I remember thinking that it might 
come to some £400 a year over and above the current consimaed by PBIS 
and not of course charged to them. 

I want to make it clear that we have all along only considered as 
payable by PBIS the additional power consumed as a result of the 
move, and this wras to be specially metered, and in no way affects 
our provision to you free of charge of the services we have hitherto 
made ourselves responsible for. 

If you feel that you would like to discuss this further, please let 
me know. 

Signed; J. T. Campbell 
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Prom: H. M. S. 21st March I960 

Subject; MOVE OP PBIS WISE ROOM TO CAVERSHAM 
To: Chief London Bureau, PETS 


With reference to my memo of 15 th Mahch, it appears that from the 
experience we have had since the new Wire Room came into full 
operation here that the additional power consumed by PBIS is running 
at well under a cost of £100 per annum, which is considerably less 
than we thought likely at the beginning. In these circiomstances, 

I do not propose that we should in fact make any charge to you on 
this account so long as your consumption remains arovind this figure. 

Signed: J. T. Campbell 
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Ikaa X aaQrashad aoaaaaa that tha BBC ahoald aalca ahat I 
thraght aaa aaah a aaaU ahaa«a comsy ha aatd ha aoold diaouas 
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fMit HAS. 15 th March 1560 

Sah;)«oty MC^ OP pks 

90: Chief Lcddm Boraauy 


lhait 1 flrat the maya ef 0ha^ Wire Boom to CaTorshaa 

with ] I it wu vaderstood that the BBC was ready to STAT 

wike awailahle 'tile aecessary aeceanodaliion here for PECS, hut that 

we weald jaot he respeasihle for any additional costs resulting froa 

the iMtf * Thie was not intended to aeon that we would not proride 

the usual facilities free of charge which we had prorided up to 

date» such as li^^tihgf heating etc*»' ^ felt that the 

additional e^pment helMg hre^t down here aijd^t inrolve us in 

quite a neary additional elec trloity Charge t and we agreed that 

such additional charts wchld he home hy PBIS, 

In suheeq^nt disoussiCn with you 1 recelleot that this principle 
was Still deoepted hy PMSf and we decided that the simplest way 
to deal with the natter would he to install a special meter which 
weald aeasiTre that additional power eonsumed hy PSKS, and that the 
charge wev£ld he aoMpted >y PBD3 and paid ftr hy them. I de not 
know hew far we perhaps ewer estlnated the additional cost of 
electricity in hh* b^:i|»ingy hut I renenher thinking that it might 
come te eone dSQO a year cre.r and ahere the current eoneumed hy PHCS 
and not of oouree charged to then. 

1 want te make it clear that we hare all along only considered ae 
payahie hy PHE the addltimal power consumed as a result of the 
•ore) end t^ wae to he spifuially natered) and in no way affects 
ear prerieion tc yea free Of charge of the serrlces we hare hitherto 
Bade oursolres rosponeihle for. 

If you feel that you would like to discoes this further^ ploaso let 
mo knew. 

Sigzwdt J» T. Camphell 


Approved For Release 2009/07/09 : CIA-RDP80-00765A0001 00050032-4 



Approved For Release 2009/07/09 : CIA-RDP80-0076^A0001 00050032-4 





COPT 


Ftobii H. M. S. 21s-t March I960 

Suhjacti MOVE OP PUS WIIE ROOM TO CAVERSHAM 
Toj Chief London Bureau^ PBIS 


With reference to ay mono of 15 th March, It appears that fr<»i the 
ezperleiu)e we have had slnoe t^e new Wire Room came into full 
operation here that the additional power oonsmed hy PBIS is runnlx^ 
at well under a oost of £100 per ixmom, which Is considerably less 
than we thought likely at the beginning. In these circumstances, 

I do not propose that we should in fact make any charge to you on 
this account so long as your consumption remains around this figure. 

Signed! J . T. Campbell 
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